










• Introduction of a new regular service pattern across the team, reducing the number of

Sunday and midweek services and encouraging churches to work together

• Development of the policy on external giving

• Changes to church officers: churchwarden, PCC secretary and, in 2026, Treasurer.

A new Electoral Roll was prepared in 2025 (being required every six years) and came into effect on 9 

May 2025. The number on the previous Electoral Roll prior to revision was 101; the number had 

reduced from 115 in 2024 due to people having died, moved away or lost touch with St Edmund's. 

42 new names were added to the new Electoral Roll, giving a total of 143, of whom 74 are resident in 

the parish (St Edmund's), 49 are resident in Reydon and 20 are not resident in either Southwold or 

Reydon. 

The average weekly attendance was 92 adults and 11 young people. We have held 3 baptisms, 6 

weddings and 9 funerals or thanksgiving services in our church this year, together with 3 funerals at 

crematoriums. Our ministers have officiated at 13 interments across the team. 

St Edmund's continues to be a busy church, particularly with its many visitors and we are very 

grateful to our stewards who welcome them and for those who lead tours of the building . Thanks 

are due to all those who work hard to maintain the church building, including the cleaners, those 

who dust and polish, the flower arrangers and welcomers. We thank our musicians, bell ringers, 

those who read our bible readings in services and who deliver intercessions. Thanks also to our 

churchwardens, sidespeople and PCC officers and many others who work tirelessly to ensure we can 

minister to our community. 

Marcus Knight (Apr 17, 2026 17:05:40 GMT +1) 

17/04/2026 



Financial Review 2025 

Unrestricted Funds (General Fund) 

Principal Sources of Funds 
The principal sources of unrestricted funds in 2025 were, in order of magnitude 

1. Dividends from investments in CCLA securities. (CCLA are our investment
management consultants and specialists in investing for churches, charities and
local authorities)

2. Direct debit donations, with optional Gift Aid and inflation linking, via the Parish
Giving Scheme

3. Service collection plates
4. Tax recovered on gift-aided donations including PGS
5. Contactless card donations via the Goodbox, GWD Skinny & QR code
6. The Gift Chest at the entrance to church
7. Regular giving by standing orders
8. Shop sales
9. Fees for weddings and funerals
10. Church lettings
11. Regular giving in coloured envelopes

Total unrestricted income of £150,127 was up compared with last year's total figure of 
£136,227. The gift chest donations have remained about the same with a small increase of 
of £159. Loose plate collections have increased by £1,895 and are up considerably from 
last year. Gift aid church collections have increased again this year to £2,499. The 
GoodBox was damaged earlier this year and could not be mended but the GWD Skinny 
and QR code continue to provide a method of contactless giving and their contribution has 
increased by a pleasing £2,050. 

During 2026 it would be prudent to continue to promote the use of the GWD Skinny as 
donors are given the opportunity to pay the transaction fee and sign up for gift aid. As the 
GWD Skinny is linked to the PGS scheme gift aid is claimed for us and deposited in our 
account along with the donation itself. This saves some administration time and provides 
us with a monthly rather than a quarterly income. 

The new card reader in the shop is proving useful for those who wish to pay by card. We 
are grateful for all contributions and payments but with the demise of banks it is harder for 
the treasury team to deposit large amounts of cash. It is pleasing to see the increase in 
loose plate collections but it might be helpful to provide additional electronic ways to 
contribute by card at services. 

It is gratifying that the number of those signed up to the Parish Giving Scheme has 
increased again this year. Grateful thanks must also be offered to all those who have 
supported our church regularly throughout the year. Regular giving via the Parish Giving 
Scheme excluding gift aid has increased by a huge £5,099. 

The refurbishment of the organ is now complete. Grateful thanks to Victor Scott for the 
many hours he played the piano for visitors to our church to help fund the refurbishment. 
All VAT was recovered by successfully applying for a grant from The Listed Places of 
Worship Scheme. 





Income (dividends and interest) from investments in restricted funds was £34,747. A slight 
increase on last year's total. 

Restricted expenditure was £16,146 compared with £21,835 in 2024. There were no 
major works carried out in 2025. 

Funding Objectives 
The funding objective of the Restoration Fund is to carry out necessary repairs and 
restoration as expeditiously as possible while retaining a suitable level of reserve to cover 
possible emergencies and the need for major works arising from quinquennial inspections. 

The policy on the Restoration Fund is to aim to keep in reserve sufficient funding for 
routine maintenance and an emergency contingency of £50,000 on cash deposit. 



INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS REPORT TO THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
OF ST EDMUND, KING AND MARTYR, SOUTHWOLD 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2025 

I report to the members on my examination of the accounts of the St Edmund, King and Martyr 

Southwold Parochial Church Council for the year ended 31 December 2025. 

Responsibilities and basis of report 

As members of the Parochial Church Council, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts 

in accordance with the Charities Act 2011 ('the Act'). 

I report in respect of my examination of the Parochial Church Council's accounts carried out under 

section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable 

Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

Independent examiner's statement 

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in 

connection with the examination which give me cause to believe that in any material respect: 

i. the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act; or

ii. the accounts did not accord with those records; or

iii. the accounts did not comply with the applicable accounting requirements concerning the

form and contents of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations

2008 other than any requirement that the accounts give a 'true and fair' view which is not a

matter considered as part of an independent examination.

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to 

which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the 

accounts to be reached. 

Helen Rumsey FCA 

Ensors 

Blyth House 

Rendham Road 

Saxmundham 

Suffolk 

IP171WA 

Dated: 21 April 2026 



St Edmunds Southwold PCC -1133770 

Statement of Financial Activities 

For the period from 01 January 2025 to 31 December 2025 

Unrestricted Designated Restricted Endowment 

funds funds funds funds 

Income and endowments from: 

Donations and legacies 108,800 1,350 

Income from charitable activities 5,689 

Other trading activities 9,333 

Investments 26,184 8,416 34,747 

Other income 119 5,002 

Total income 150,127 8,416 41,099 

Expenditure on: 

Raising funds 1,131 

Expenditure on charitable activities 137,959 16,043 

Other expenditure 5,510 103 

Total expenditure 144,600 16,146 

Gains/ losses on investment assets (33,275) 2,317 (50,876) 

Net income I (expenditure) resources before transfer (27,749) 10,733 (25,923) 

Transfers 

Gross transfers between funds - in 2,460 5,000 

Gross transfers between funds - out (5,000) (2,460) 

Other recognised gains I losses 

Net movement in funds (30,289) 10,733 (23,383) 

Reconciliation of funds 

Total funds brought forward 898,207 164,243 1,227,468 7,082 

Total funds carried forward 867,918 174,977 1,204,085 7,082 

There may be minor discrepancies in the totals if the pence are not being shown 

Total Prior year 
funds total funds 

110,150 100,617 

5,689 8,573 

9,333 9,336 

69,348 67,788 

5,122 4,587 

199,643 190,902 

1,131 83 

154,002 130,753 

5,613 11,392 

160,747 142,229 

(81,834) 64,192 

(42,938) 112,866 

7,460 

(7,460) 

(42,938) 112,866 

2,297,002 2,184,136 

2,254,063 2,297,002 
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St Edmunds Southwold PCC - 1133770 

Balance sheet (Church of England) 

As at: 31 December 2025 

As at 31/12/2025 

£ 

Fixed assets 

Investments 1,934,004 

1,934,004 

Current assets 

Stocks and work in progress 3,516 

Debtors 4,214 

Cash at bank and in hand 314,550 

322,280 

Liabilities 

Creditors: Amounts falling due in one year 403 

Provision for liabilities and charges due within one year 1,818 

Net current assets less current liabilities 320,059 

Total assets less current liabilities 2,254,063 

Total net assets less liabilities 2,254,063 

Represented by 

Unrestricted 

Unrestricted - General fund 867,918 

Designated 

Designated - Mullock Lady chapel Legacy 174,977 

Designated - Hall Fund 

Restricted 

Restricted - R&F Fund 680,788 

Restricted - Murray Legacy fund 516,365 

Restricted - Klasp Fund 6,931 

Restricted - Roof Repair 

Endowment 

Endowment - churchyard fund 7,082 

Endowment - Hurst legacy (churchyard) - 

Funds of the church 2,254,063 

Marcus Knight (Apr 17, 2026 17:05:40 GMT+1) 

17/04/2026

There may be minor discrepancies in the totals if the pence are not being shown 

07 April 2026 

As at 31/12/2024 

£ 

2,015,839 

2,015,839 

4,288 

6,736 

272,477 

283,502 

778 

1,560 

281,163 

2,297,002 

2,297,002 

898,207 

164,243 

704,038 

516,799 

6,630 

7,082 

- 

2,297,002 
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ST EDMUNDS SOUTHWOLD PCC 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (continued) 

For the year ended 31 December 2025 

1 Accounting policies (continued) 

Cash and cash equivalents 

Cash and cash equivalents include cash in hand, deposits held at call with banks. 

Financial instruments 

The charity only has financial assets and financial liabilities of a kind that qualify as basic financial instruments. Basic 

financial instruments are initially recognised at transaction value and consequently measured at their settlement value. 

2 Staff costs 

The PCC does not have any employees but does utilise the services of a musical director (£6,324) and an assistant musical 

director (£3,504), both of whom are self-employed (2024:2, musical director £4,504 and assistant musical director £1,249). 

3 Trustee expenses 

No expenses were paid to trustees during the year apart from reimbursement for PCC expenditure incurred on behalf of the 
charity (2024: £Nil) 

4 Transactions with related parties 

Name Relationship 

Mr N Williamson Husband of PCC Member 

Description 

Assistant musical director 

2025 

£ 

3,504 

There were no other disclosable transactions in respect of PCC members, persons closely connected with them or 

other related parties. 

5 Investments 

Market value as at 1 January 2025 

Unrealised gains/(losses) on investment assets during the year 

Market value as at 31 December 2025 

The market value at 31 December 2025 represents investments for the following:­

£ 

Unrestricted funds 

Designated funds - Mullock legacy 

Restricted funds - Restoration & Fabric 

Restricted funds - Murray legacy 
Restricted funds - Usher legacy 
Restricted funds - Southwold Saints 
Endowment funds 

6 Debtors and prepayments 

Gift aid claim 

Weddings and funerals 4th Quarter fees 

Shop card reader payments 

Insurance (R & F Fund) 

DCMS Grant (VAT reclaim) (R & F Fund) 

769,514 

110,041 

129,309 

388,470 
495,696 

34,181 
6,793 

1,934,004 

2025 

819 

1,386 

581 

1,428 

4,214 

2024 

£ 

1,249 

£ 

2,015,839 

(81,835) 

1,934,004 

2024 

851 

1,682 

1,395 

2,808 

6,736 

£ £
















