ST EDMUND’S CHUCH, SOUTHWOLD 

Minutes of the meeting to elect Churchwardens 
11.00am Sunday 25th May 2025 in St. Edmund’s Church


Present:   Revd Russ Gant and 22 parishioners 

The Revd Russ Gant welcomed those present and opened the meeting with prayer and a reading 
 from the 1st letter of Paul to the Colossians. 

1.  Apologies for absence:   Sue & Gerard Cole, Wendy Cooper, Sarah & Andrew Wallington 
     Smith.

2.  Minutes:  The Minutes of the meeting of Sunday 12th May 2024 were approved and signed. 

3.  Election of Churchwardens:  
     Thanks were expressed to the two retiring Churchwardens, Andy Hirst and Marcus Knight for 
     their work during the past year and the support given to the Revd Russ Gant.   

     Both were willing to stand again for election:  
     Marcus Knight – proposed by Hugh Williamson, seconded Halcyon Meldrum 
     Andrew Hirst proposed by Jill Horne, seconded Joan Goldsmith 

     Both nominations were unanimously approved and thanks were expressed for their continuation 
     in this role.

4.  Deputy Churchwardens: 
     Both Fred Butter and Sue Thomas had retired earlier in the year.   
     Currently there were no nominations for this role. 

There being no further business the meeting was closed.        




















ST EDMUND’S CHURCH,  SOUTHWOLD

Minutes of the Southwold Parochial Church Meeting held on 
Sunday 25th May 2025 in St. Edmund’s Church following the meeting 
to elect Churchwardens

1.  Apologies for absence:   
     These were the same as for the meeting to elect Churchwardens. 

2.  Minutes:
     The Minutes of the meeting of Sunday 12th May 2024 were duly approved and signed. 

3.  Electoral Roll 
     Nicholas Mason reported there was a complete renewal of the Roll this year, which had duly 
     been completed on the 9th May 2025.    The Roll at the 12th May 2024 stood at 115; 4 had died
     and with the addition of new names the Roll now stood at 143 (74 Resident, 49 Non-Resident
     (i.e. Reydon)  plus 20 who live out of the area).  
     Nicholas was thanked for all of his hard work in preparing the new roll. 

4.  Team Rector’s report and PCC Annual Review 
     A full report was included with the accounts. The Revd Russ Gant expressed his sincere thanks to 
     the Churchwardens, members of the PCC, Team Clergy and Lay Elders for all of their support.  It      
     was a privilege to serve St. Edmund’s and all of the people who came to the church.   
      He went on to report that Joan would be standing down as Verger at Pentecost and expressed 
      thanks for her service as both Churchwarden and Verger.  

5.  Annual Report and Accounts for year ending December 2024. 
     Jill Horne, Treasurer presented the accounts and was open to any questions.   There were no 
     questions raised at the meeting but if there were any queries Jill was always available in the 
     Vicar’s vestry on a Monday morning.    She expressed thanks for the help given by Ann Pooley 
      and Liz Tarris in counting the monies and went on to urge people to use the Parish Giving 
      Scheme for their offerings. 
      Thanks were given to Jill for her hard work as Treasurer. 

6.  Appointment of Examiner: 
     Jill advised that Ensors were very helpful and proposed the re-appointment of Ensors.  This was 
     agreed unanimously. 

7.  Southwold Church in action – activity reports. 
     Revd Russ Gant felt that St. Edmund’s was a very active church within the community.  Full 
     reports had been submitted by all of the “action” groups and had been summarised in a leaflet 
     distributed at all services entitled “Southwold church in action”. This covered all aspects of 
     church life and the full reports were available on-line. 
     Revd Russ summarised these:-   ECO church – this is being taken very seriously. 
     Parent & Toddler group led by Liz Benson – thoughts were being given on further development. 
     Thanks were expressed to Prof Hugh Williamsom and his team of stewards who welcome visitors
     to the church.  Study groups are ongoing and plans are in hand to develop these. 
     Open the Book – taking bible stories into the Primary School; it is vey pleasing we are allowed to  
     do this and there is a very dedicated team.    The Mothers’ Union is likely to close this year but 
     work will continue supporting the Mother & Toddler Group and Christians Against Poverty.
     Thanks were expressed to Lucy for managing the Shop and to Marcus for looking after the 
     website, where it is hoped to develop our on-line presence.   Thanks were given to Deborah 
     Young for taking on Safeguarding and to Jenny Whines and Fred Butter for representing St. 
     Edmunds at Deanery Synod.  Sadly Fred Butter has now died but he is remembered for his 
     service to St. Edmunds.   
     Grateful thanks were given to Victor Scott and Nathan Williamson for providing such high 
     quality music enhancing services which included the choir and the development of a worship 
     band.   
     Thanks were also expressed to the Flower arrangers, Bell ringers and Handbell group who all 
     added to the life of the church and the community and finally to Jay Williamsom who provided 
     refreshments each Sunday at the 9.30am services. 

8.  Report on the fabric, goods and ornaments: 
     The report submitted by Ian Johnson was accepted.   Thanks were expressed to Ian for looking 
     after the building, which being Grade I listed can sometimes be a challenge.   

9.  Election of PCC members: 
     Halcyon Meldrum had served 3 years, but was willing to continue for a further 3 years as was 
     the case in regard to the Treasurer, Jill Horne.   Jill was happy to continue, and Revd Russ 
     expressed his thanks for all the work Jill does in her role as Treasurer. 

10. Election of representative to Deanery Synod:
      Jenny Whines advised she was happy to continue as our representative. 

11. Safeguarding:
      It was reported there are no outstanding safeguarding issues.   The Revd Gant advised that this is 
      a matter we take very seriously and if there was anything anyone was not happy with to speak 
      with him or Deborah Young, our Safeguarding Officer. 

12. Any other business: 
      (i)  Fran Nguyen asked if we were being involved with the Beach Mission this year.   In reply she 
            was advised, yes we are and had already made a grant of  £1,200 towards their expenses and 
            arrangements were in hand to provide the team with a meal and host a quiz night. 

There being no further business Revd Philip Tarris closed the meeting with prayer. 

Finally, thanks were expressed to the Revd Russ Gant for the time and mission he gives to us all.   
             




             
     

