REPORT UPON THE FABRIC, GOODS AND ORNAMENTS OF THE CHURCH OF
ST. EDMUND, KING & MARTYR, SOUTHWOLD

APRIL 2026              

GOODS AND ORNAMENTS
These have been checked against inventories and found to be in good condition. 

ROOFING AND EXTERNAL FABRIC 
Apart from minor leakages that have occurred in periods of very extreme weather, the roof remains in good condition.   The gutters and downpipes have been thoroughly cleaned and are clear of debris accumulated during the year. Roof security markings have been replaced according to the requirements of the Insurance Company. 

The external stonework remains in good condition.  Concerns regarding possible movement to the south buttress of the tower have been proven unfounded.  Tell-tales that were fitted two years ago show no signs of movement.  We will check them again in two years time. 

We have concerns regarding the holly tree growing by the south aisle wall.  There is danger that this could undermine the foundations.  We have therefore requested permission to remove it. 

The lightening conductors have been inspected and certified as effective. 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS 
Portable electrical devises have been tested and certified safe to use.  

The high level lighting in the chancel has been inspected, adjusted and new bulbs fitted where necessary. 

Work has been undertaken on the floodlighting in order to remediate minor problems and to ensure that it remains effective. 

LIME AND PLASTERWORK IN THE CHANCEL AND NAVE 
The renovation of wall surfaces in the chancel were completed in January.  This work required full scaffolding in order to reach the higher kevels and clerestory’s.  Instead of the traditional limewash used previously a new finishing coat was used.  This was Classidor Modern Plus and, although considerably more expensive than traditional limewash, has proven more durable and longer lasting in other churches. 
The renovation of surfaces in the nave and aisles will be undertaken in January 2027, a period when the church calendar is reasonably clear of significant events.    We will not be scaffolding this part of the church as we will be using a cherry-picker to reach the higher levels.  We will thus be able to continue our normal pattern of church activity throughout the time that the work is taking place.  Any disruption will be kept to a minimum.   

RODENT INSPECTION 
The year has seen increased rat activity.  This is a trend that has beset the town generally.  We have engaged a firm of pest control experts who have set traps and poison in order to address the issue and the problem seems to be under control. 

OUTSTANDING ISSUES 
We await permission to effect the Architect’s proposals for work on the internal glass doors to the south entrance. 
Likewise we await a decision regarding proposed changes to the font cover lifting arrangement. 

The Elizabethan Communion Table requires some work due to the fact thar it is frequently moved.  This will be undertaken after discussion with the carpenter. 
									IAN JOHNSON
30th March  2026 						,                 FABRIC OFFICER 
